
Plein-Air Watercolor Supply List 
Louise Gillis 

Brushes 
• Silver Black Velvet round watercolor brushes are very good  - size #8 
• 1” to 3” flat wash brush 
• These are excellent watercolor brushes: https://marywhyte.com/store.php 

- Mary Whyte Squirrel Cat's tongue wash: $39.99 
- Mary Whyte Kolinsky Round Brush Size 8: $98.25 

• Or just buy a good quality size 8 round watercolor brush and squirrel cat’s tongue 
• Toothbrush to lightly scrub watercolor mistakes 

Paper & Support Board 
• Purchase white foam core from Target (less expensive than art store) - you can cut in half 

and tape sides (artist’s tape) to open like a book and tape your watercolor paper inside. 
This way you have a support for the paper, and you can fold and keep the watercolor 
paper secure for carrying. 

• Pad of 140 lb. rough or heavier paper. Arches 300 lb. cold press is the best but very 
pricey. Watercolor cold press is great for outdoor painting. 

Colors - Limited Palette 
I suggest this for beginners so that you would focus more on value and mixing colors. My 
advice is to choose professional-quality paints. The higher-grade paints contain a greater 
proportion of pure pigment with less binder, producing a more intense longer-lasting color. 
• Quinacridone rose or permanent alizarin crimson 
• Cadmium red light 
• Cadmium lemon light 
• Cadmium yellow 
• Ultramarine blue 
• Cobalt blue 
• Chinese white 
They have recently outlawed cadmiums in Minnesota, so I suggest get the hues if unable 
to buy cadmiums. 
You can always add colors - this is just a basic palette.  



Additional Supplies 
• Watercolor palette - make sure you have space to mix colors. 
• Outdoor easel -  you can always bring a stool or blanket to sit on while painting if you do 

not have an easel. 
• White artist’s tape 
• #2 pencil, #HB pencil 
• Kneaded and pink erasers 
• Paper towels - absorbent white 
• Water container 
• Brush carrier 
• Easel tray or side table to hold palette and water container 
• Viewfinder (simple way to establish a composition) - can be purchased at art store or 

made (black mat board - corners of mat to use for framing landscape image before 
painting)  

Miscellaneous 
• Bug repellant 
• Sunscreen 
• Visor or hat 
• Folding stool or blanket for those who plan to sit and paint 

Purchasing Supplies 
Most supplies can be purchased from your local art supply retailer or ordered from online 
catalog companies including Jerry’s Artarama, Utrecht, Cheap Joe’s, Art Supply 
Warehouse.  
Art stores: Blick Art Materials and Wet Paint - ask if they have a student discount 

Please feel free to e-mail me at louise.gillis@gmail.com with any questions.
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