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Please note that all of these materials can be purchased from the supply store that we maintain 
for students.


If you are working with graphite 
• B,HB and H pencils. Recommended brands are Staedtler lumograph, Tombow mono, and 

Mitsubishi hi-uni

• A kneaded eraser

• Tombow mono zero eraser - a fine stick eraser that is excellent for precise erasing and 

picking out highlights 

• A pencil sharpener - you can either use the standard one you used in school, or get a razor 

blade and sanding board. 

• Strathmore 400 drawing paper 11 x 14” or larger- an excellent affordable paper for graphite. 

Please make certain you get the “drawing” one.

• A drawing board without clips - the ones that have clips generally do not play well with our 

easels. We sell ideal ones in our store

• Tape, or binder clips for fastening your paper to the board.


 If you are working in charcoal 
• Vine/willow charcoal of all grades (soft/medium/hard) I recommend the Grumbacher and 

Nitram brands

• A kneaded eraser

• A sanding board

• Strathmore 300 charcoal paper 11 x 14” or larger - an affordable paper with a laid surface, 

designed specifically for usage with vine charcoal

• A drawing board without clips - the ones that have clips generally do not play well with our 

easels. We sell ideal ones in our store

• Tape, or binder clips for fastening your paper to the board.


If you are working in oil 
*please note that working In oil paints is not something I recommend for absolute beginners. 
Its material qualities take many years to master, and much of the beginners time will be 
absorbed in learning to handle the medium, rather than learning the fundamentals of drawing.




There are 3 options for palettes 

For a palette surface to place the colors, you can use: 
• A wooden palette. This is my preference. If the wood is still raw, rub in a layer of linseed oil 

daily, for about a week to seal it. 

• Palette paper

• A glass palette in a sealable plastic container.

• A plexiglass palette


Mediums 
• Linseed Oil from the art store. Do not use boiled linseed oil from the hardware store. 

• Odorless mineral spirits. Again, do not use products from the hardware store. 


Brushes 
Make sure the brushes are: 
• Long-handled (10-12 inches)

•  hog’s hair or a synthetic alternative

• sizes 2 through 6

•  For shape, either filbert or round 

• Get a soft haired no. 2 filbert for softening edges.

• Paper towels for wiping them clean

• A brush washer filled with odorless mineral spirits. Please do not use turpentine, and avoid 

smelly products such as turpenoid natural or lavender spike oil.

• A soap for cleaning brushes. Dawn dish soap works fine, but I recommend Murphy’s wood 

cleaner. Master’s brush soap is a superior product that additionally conditions and shapes 
the fibers of your brushes, but at an advanced cost.


Grisaille Palette Primary Palette Paxton Palette

* Titanium white 

* Raw umber 
*Ivory black

* Titanium white 

* Cadmium yellow light

* Cadmium red light                                  
* Alizarin crimson 

* Ultramarine blue

* Raw umber

* Titanium white

* Ultramarine blue

* Viridian green

* Naples yellow

* Cadmium yellow light

* Yellow ochre

* Venetian red

* India red

* Alizarin crimson

* Raw umber

* Ivory black

This is for whats known as 
“Grisaille” paintings. It’s 
essentially drawing with oil 
paint. The warm raw umber 
and cool ivory black are 
mixed together to create a 
neutral black.

A robust yet limited palette. 
The blue and raw umber mix 
together to create a black. 

An excellent palette for 
painting full-gamut flesh 
tones.



Work Surfaces 
• I would recommend sheets of canvas. You can get these in pads from most art stores. The 

Frederix pads of acrylic primed cotton will do the trick, but I recommend ordering Centurion 
OP DLX canvas from Jerry’s Artarama if you get the chance. You will need a board to place 
the loose sheets on. 


• Make sure you get 11 x 14” or larger.

• Ampersand gessoboards are not something I personally use, but I’ve heard great things

• Use the cheap art store brand multipacks at your own risk. They are very absorbent and 

rough. I would recommend at least a coat of oil paint before use. 


Storage 
• The facilities generally do not have storage space for part-time student materials; only 

drawings and paintings. Please plan on arriving and leaving with your materials everyday. 
Many students will use tool boxes, pochades, or French easels to manage all their 
equipment. 


